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Are you ready to pretend?
Let’s go!




Close your eyes. Now open them...
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We’re at the
veterinarian’s officel \




My dog, Trevor, just doesn’t seem like himself. Grandpa says,
“What’s the matter, boy? Are you okay? Are you sick?”



Pretend you’re the grandpa.
Hold the leash gently, and
talk to your dog. You might
say things like, “Come on
boy. What’s the matter?”
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Have you ever taken a pet to

the vet?

Veterinarians are animal doctors. They take care of all different

kinds of animals. My grandpa calls the veterinarian’s office to make
an appointment for Trevor. The receptionist says, “Bring him right
in, and we’ll see if we can get him feeling better.”






Pretend to be waiting with a nervous
pet. What will you say and do to help
your pet stay calm?




Pretend you are a vet tech listening
to an animal’s heart. Where do you
put the stethoscope? What do you
hear? What do you say to the pet?
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The vet tech tells us to bring Trevor to the exam room. He checks
him over, and says, “We’ll get you better, sweetie. We’ll get you

better.” | think Trevor is a little bit scared. The vet tech pats his
head. Then he listens to Trevor’s heart with a stethoscope.



Pretend you are the vet tech.
What questions might you ask?
Pretend to write down the pet
owner’s answers.




" ’ Pretend you are a vet tech
checking on the animals that

are staying with you. What will
you check and write down?
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grandpa, and make a

Pretend you are the
worried face.
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The vet says Trevor is going to be
just fine, but he has an ear
infection.




Our vet tech says, “Don’t
worry. We’'ll fix him right
up.” The vet tech puts
medicine in Trevor’s ears.
“Hold still, boy. That’s a
good dog.”




Pretend to be a receptionist
making an appointment with a
pet owner. What do you say?

On the way out, we stop and wait our turn to pay the receptionist.
The vet tells her we need to bring Trevor back, in one week. The
receptionist looks at her calendar. “Does Wednesday, February 12,
work for you at 3 PM?” My grandpa says we can make that work.
“Feel better, Trevor!” she says. She is nice.



What else could you do and
say if you’re a veterinarian?







Would you like to pretend to
be a vet or a vet tech? You
could pretend to be a pet
owner, or receptionist, too!
You can even take turns.




Now it’s your turn to pretend
and play veterinarian’s office!
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Tools of the Mind is a research-based early childhood model combining teacher professional development
with a comprehensive innovative curriculum that helps young children to develop the cognitive, social-
emotional, self-regulatory, and foundational academic skills they need to succeed in school and beyond.

Interested in learning more or registering for Tools of the Mind training?
Visit us at
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